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$800 BILLION = 4% of the U.S. GDPSALES

15.1 MILLION PEOPLE = 10% of the nation’s workforceEMPLOYMENT

1 MILLION+ serving millions every dayLOCATIONSHOW BIG IS 
AMERICA’S 

RESTAURANT 
INDUSTRY?

FOR MORE INFORMATION:  Restaurant.org  •  CalRest.org

$82.2 billion
Estimated sales in California’s 

restaurants in 2017

72,387
Eating and drinking place  

locations in California in 2016

1,769,100
Restaurant and foodservice jobs 
in California in 2018 = 10% of 

employment in the state

And by 2028, that  
number is projected  
to grow by 10.0%

= 176,200 additional jobs,  
for a total of 1,945,300

California
RESTAURANT INDUSTRY AT A GLANCE

Restaurants are a driving force in California’s economy. They provide jobs and build careers 
for thousands of people, and play a vital role in local communities throughout the state.



California’s Restaurants
JOBS AND ENTREPRENEURIAL OPPORTUNITIES IN EVERY COMMUNITY

 Dianne Feinstein (D)

 Kamala Harris (D)

 EATING AND DRINKING PLACES:
  Establishments Employees
 U.S. SENATORS in the state in the state*

1 Doug LaMalfa (R)  1,239 23,548

2 Jared Huffman (D)  1,705 32,401

3 John Garamendi (D)  1,272 24,166

4 Tom McClintock (R)  1,429 27,147

5 Mike Thompson (D)  1,236 23,485

6 Doris O. Matsui (D)  1,223 23,243

7 Ami Bera (D)  1,016 19,310

8 Paul Cook (R)  1,086 20,623

9 Jerry McNerney (D)  933 17,730

10 Jeff Denham (R)  934 17,739

11 Mark DeSaulnier (D)  1,502 28,530

12 Nancy Pelosi (D)  3,617 68,708

13 Barbara Lee (D)  1,747 33,180

14 Jackie Speier (D)  1,817 34,515

15 Eric Swalwell (D)  1,321 25,098

16 Jim Costa (D)  808 15,352

17 Ro Khanna (D)  1,529 29,041

18 Anna G. Eshoo (D)  1,884 35,797

19 Zoe Lofgren (D)  1,473 27,983

20 Jimmy Panetta (D) 1,265 24,029

21 David Valadao (R)  776 14,752

22 Devin Nunes (R)  1,040 19,764

23 Kevin McCarthy (R)  979 18,596

24 Salud O. Carbajal (D)  1,781 33,831

25 Stephen Knight (R)  908 17,243

26 Julia Brownley (D)  1,137 21,594

27 Judy Chu (D)  1,829 34,744

 EATING AND DRINKING PLACES:
  Establishments Employees
 U.S. REPRESENTATIVES in the state in the state*

 72,387 1,375,200

28 Adam Schiff (D)  1,978 37,586

29 Tony Cardenas (D)  726 13,784

30 Brad Sherman (D)  1,730 32,873

31 Pete Aguilar (D)  768 14,599

32 Grace Napolitano (D)  1,259 23,918

33 Ted Lieu (D)  2,480 47,114

34 Jimmy Gomez (D)  1,605 30,494

35 Norma J. Torres (D)  1,150 21,854

36 Raul Ruiz (D)  1,058 20,097

37 Karen Bass (D)  1,461 27,750

38 Linda Sanchez (D)  1,202 22,835

39 Edward R. Royce (R)  1,435 27,263

40 Lucille Roybal-Allard (D)  1,076 20,437

41 Mark Takano (D)  801 15,220

42 Ken Calvert (R)  1,039 19,739

43 Maxine Waters (D)  1,129 21,457

44 Nanette Diaz Barragán (D)  714 13,569

45 Mimi Walters (R)  1,429 27,156

46 J. Luis Correa (D) 1,169 22,213

47 Alan Lowenthal (D)  1,470 27,923

48 Dana Rohrabacher (R)  1,988 37,774

49 Darrell Issa (R)  1,652 31,376

50 Duncan D. Hunter (R)  995 18,906

51 Juan Vargas (D)  1,084 20,600

52 Scott Peters (D)  1,952 37,078

53 Susan Davis (D)  1,550 29,438

 TOTAL 72,387 1,375,200

 EATING AND DRINKING PLACES:
  Establishments Employees
 U.S. REPRESENTATIVES in the state in the state*

*California’s 1,375,200 eating-and-drinking-place jobs represent the majority of the state’s total restaurant and 
foodservice workforce of 1,769,100 jobs, with the remainder being non-restaurant foodservice positions.
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Source: National Restaurant Association, based on data from the Bureau of Labor Statistics & U.S. Census Bureau, 2016




